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WASHINGTON, DC — Stamp enthusiasts receiving their winter edition of the Postal Service’s USA 
Philatelic catalog later this month will be the first to see two stamps to be issued early next year — Year 
of the Rat and Charles Chesnutt. 
 

 
 
Lunar New Year: Year of the Rat 
In observance of Feb. 7, 2008 Lunar New Year holiday, the U.S. Postal Service introduces a new series 
of Lunar New Year stamps that will continue through 2019. Beginning with the Year of the Rat in 2008, 
stamps issued in consecutive years will include the Year of the Ox, Tiger, Rabbit, Dragon, Snake, Horse, 
Ram, Monkey, Rooster, Dog and Boar. 
 
Art director Ethel Kessler of Bethesda, MD, worked on the new series with illustrator Kam Mak, an artist 
who grew up in New York City’s Chinatown and now lives in Brooklyn. 
 

 
 
Charles W. Chesnutt 
With the 31st stamp in its Black Heritage series, the U.S. Postal Service honors Charles W. Chesnutt 
(1858-1932), a pioneering writer recognized today as a major innovator and singular voice among turn-of-
the-century literary realists who probed the color line in American life. In novels such as The Marrow of 
Tradition and short stories such as those collected in The Conjure Woman, he probed the color line in 
American life. 
 
Art director Howard Paine of Delaplane, VA, wanted a stamp that suggested Chesnutt’s intelligence and 
dignity; the portrait painted by stamp artist Kazuhiko Sano of Mill Valley, CA, was based on a 1908 
photograph from the collection of Fisk University. 
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Customers interested in receiving the free USA Philatelic catalog published four times annually may call 800-
STAMP-24. To maximize mainstream media exposure of next year’s stamps, the Postal Service will take 
advantage of the slow news period between Christmas and the New Year by unveiling near the end of 
December other stamps to be issued in 2008. 
 

# # # 
Please Note: For broadcast quality video and audio, photo stills and other media resources, visit the USPS Newsroom at 
www.usps.com/news. 
 
An independent federal agency, the U.S. Postal Service is the only delivery service that visits every address in the nation, 146 
million homes and businesses, six days a week. It has 37,000 retail locations and relies on the sale of postage, products and 
services to pay for operating expenses, not tax dollars. The Postal Service has annual revenues of $73 billion and delivers nearly 
half the world’s mail. 
 
 


