


 

Souvenir Sheet Images Background 
 
The photograph of the aurora borealis — the northern lights — was taken by Fred Hirschmann of Wasilla, 
Alaska. It shows the northern lights over the Talkeetna Mountains in Alaska in January 2005. The 
photograph of the aurora australis, a phenomenon of the southern polar region, was taken by Per-Andre 
Hoffmann of Manila, Philippines. Hoffmann took the photo in the Bellingshausen Sea along the west side of 
the Antarctic Peninsula in March 2004. 
 
The selvage photograph depicts a portion of the aurora borealis over Mt. McKinley in Denali National Park in 
Alaska and was made by Colin Tyler Bogucki of Minneapolis, Minn. The selvage paragraph reads, 
“Continuing the tradition of international cooperation that began with the first IPY in 1882-1883, scientists 
from around the world will initiate a new era in polar research by participating in IPY 2007-2008. Working 
across many disciplines, they will conduct field observations, research and analysis to build upon current 
knowledge and increase our understanding of the roles that both polar regions play in global processes.” 
 
International Polar Year 2007-2008 Philatelic Fact Sheet 
 
Philatelic Products 
 
There are three philatelic products available for this stamp issue: 

• Item 569874, Joint Postal Portfolio - $29.95 

• Item 569862, First Day Cover Full Pane - $4.18 

• Item 569884, Uncut Press Sheet - $25.20 

 
How to Order First Day Covers 
 
Stamp Fulfillment Services (SFS) also offers first day covers for new stamp issues and Postal Service 
stationery items postmarked with the official first-day-of-issue cancellation. Each item has an individual 
catalog number and is offered in the quarterly USA Philatelic catalog. Customers may request a free catalog 
by calling 800-STAMP-24 or writing to:  
 

INFORMATION FULFILLMENT 
DEPT 6270 
US POSTAL SERVICE 
PO BOX 219014 
KANSAS CITY MO 64121-9014 
 

How to Order First-Day-of-Issue Postmark 
 
Customers have 60 days to obtain the first-day-of-issue postmark by mail. They may purchase new stamps 
at the first day city Post OfficesTM, by telephone at 800-STAMP-24, or at The Postal Store® Web site at 
www.usps.com/shop. They should affix the stamps to envelopes of their choice, address the envelopes to 
themselves or others, and place them in a larger envelope addressed to:  
 

International Polar Year 2007-2008 
POSTMASTER 
FIRST DAY OF ISSUE CANCELLATION 
PO BOX 79998 
FAIRBANKS AK 99707-9998 
 

After applying the first-day-of-issue postmark, the Postal Service will return the envelopes through the mail. 
There is no charge for the postmark. All orders must be postmarked by April 20, 2007. 
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