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SPRING FLOWERS BLOSSOM ON STAMPS FROM 

THE U.S. POSTAL SERVICE 
 

WASHINGTON – Mainstays in gardens coast to 

coast—irises, hyacinths, tulips and daffodils—are featured on 

stamps to be issued by the U.S. Postal Service at an 11 a.m. 

ceremony March 15, 2005, at the Chicago Flower & Garden 

Show. The ceremony will take place in Festival Hall at Navy 

Pier, 600 E. Grand Ave., Chicago. The stamps will be available 

on-site and at Chicago Post Offices March 15 and at Post 

Offices and Philatelic Centers nationwide on Wednesday, 

March 16. 

“The gorgeous Spring Flowers stamps, and the millions 

of flowers in the Chicago Flower and Garden Show, remind us 

that spring is on the way—winter is almost over,” said Jo Ann 

Feindt, Area Vice President, Great Lakes Area, for the U.S. 

Postal Service, who will dedicate the stamps. “The Postal 

Service is delighted to commemorate the beauty and bright promise of spring through these new 

stamps.” 

Spring flowers symbolize new beginnings, and their light, pastel colors give a hint of the 

summer colors to come. The daffodil, or narcissus, with its wide range of yellow and white 

flowers, and the smaller hyacinth, one of the few true blue flowers, debut early in the garden. In 

addition, both are popular bulbs for blooming indoors. As the daffodil and hyacinth flowers fade 

outdoors, the elegant tulip and the long-blooming iris begin to appear. Valued as long-lasting cut 

flowers, both tulips and irises are used in many garden landscapes to provide height and color.   

Watercolor paintings of the iris, hyacinth, tulip and daffodil by Massachusetts artist 

Christopher Pullman for the Spring Flowers stamps are based on photographs of blossoms 

purchased at a Boston flower market and images found in garden catalogs.  

To see the Spring Flowers and other stamp designs, go to the Postal Service’s online 

store at www.usps.com/shop, and simply click on "Release Schedule" in the Collector's Corner. 
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Current U.S. stamps, as well as a free comprehensive catalog, are available by toll-free 

phone order at 1-800-STAMP-24. A selection of stamps and other philatelic items are also 

available at the online Postal Store at www.usps.com/shop. In addition, beautifully custom-framed 

prints of original stamp art are available at www.postalartgallery.com.  

With the dedication of the Spring Flowers stamps, the Postal Service continues to offer 

innovative First-Day Digital color postmarks. The First-Day Digital color postmark for Spring 

Flowers, designed by stamp art director Derry Noyes, is one of the first postmarks specifically 

designed to enhance the visual appeal of the stamp and cover. Cost for the First-Day Digital color 

postmark is $1.50 per cover. Note: Digital color postmarks are not available on customer-

submitted covers. 

 
Since 1775, the U.S. Postal Service has connected friends, families, neighbors and businesses by mail. An 
independent federal agency, the Postal Service makes deliveries to more than 142 million addresses every 
day and is the only service provider to deliver to every address in the nation. The Postal Service receives no 
taxpayer dollars for routine operations, but derives its operating revenues solely from the sale of postage, 
products and services. With annual revenues of $69 billion, it is the world's leading provider of mail and 
delivery services, offering some of the most affordable postage rates in the world. Moreover, today’s postage 
rates will remain stable until at least 2006. The U.S. Postal Service delivers more than 46 percent of the 
world's mail volume—some 206 billion letters, advertisements, periodicals and packages a year—and serves 
seven million customers each day at its 37,000 retail locations nationwide. 
 
TECHNICAL DETAILS 
Issue: Spring Flowers 
Item Number: 673900 
Denomination & Type of Issue: 37-cent Special 
Format: Double Sided Convertible Booklet of 20 (4 designs) 
Series: N/A 
Issue Date & City: March 15, 2005, Chicago, IL                       
Illustrator: Christopher Pullman, Cambridge, MA 
Designer: Derry Noyes, Washington, DC 
Engraver: N/A 
Art Director: Derry Noyes, Washington, DC 
Typographer: Christopher Pullman, Cambridge, MA 
Modeler: Joseph Sheeran 
Manufacturing Process: Offset 
Printer: Ashton Potter USA Ltd. (APU) 
Printed at: Williamsville, NY 
Press Type: Mueller Martini, A 74 
Stamps per Booklet: 20 
Print Quantity: 790 million stamps (39.5 million booklets) 
Paper Type: Pre-phosphored, Type I 
Adhesive Type: Pressure-sensitive 
Processed at: Ashton Potter USA Ltd. (APU) 
Colors: Black, Cyan, Magenta, Yellow 
Stamp Orientation: Vertical 
Image Area (w x h): 0.77 x 1.050 in./19.558 x 26.67 mm 
Overall Size (w x h): 0.91 x 1.19 in./23.114 x 30.226 mm 
Booklet Size (w x h) : 5.76 x 2.38 in./146.304 x 60.452 mm 
Plate Size: 880 stamps per revolution 
Plate Numbers: “P” followed by four (4) single digits 
Marginal Markings:  
               Stamp Side “© 2004 USPS” • Plate Numbers • “Peel here to fold”  
               Cover Side “© 2004 USPS” • “Four different designs”  
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 “Twenty self-adhesive stamps” • Price • Barcode on cover 
Catalog Item Number(s): 673940 PSA Double-sided Book of 20 — $7.40 
 673963 First Day Cover Set of 4 — $3.00 
 673965 Digital Color Postmark Random Single — $1.50 
 673968 Digital Color Postmark — Set of 4 — $6.00 
 
 
HOW TO ORDER THE FIRST-DAY-OF-ISSUE POSTMARK 

Customers have 30 days to obtain the first-day-of-issue postmark by mail. They may 
purchase new stamps at their local Post Office™, by telephone at 1-800-STAMP-24 and at the 
Postal Store at www.usps.com/shop. They should affix the stamps to envelopes of their choice,  
address the envelopes (to themselves or others), and place them in a larger envelope addressed 
to: 

SPRING FLOWERS SPECIAL STAMPS 
POSTMASTER 
433 W HARRISON ST RM 2033 
CHICAGO IL  60607-9998 

 

After applying the first-day-of-issue postmark, the Postal Service will return the envelopes 
through the mail. There is no charge for the postmark. All orders must be postmarked by  
April 14, 2005. 
 
HOW TO ORDER FIRST DAY COVERS  
AND FIRST DAY DIGITAL COLOR POSTMARKS 

Stamp Fulfillment Services offers first-day covers on new stamp issues and Postal Service 
stationery items postmarked with the official first-day-of-issue cancellation.  

 

Each item has been assigned an individual catalog number and is offered in the quarterly 
“USA Philatelic” catalog and at www.usps.com/shop. Customers may request a free catalog by 
calling 1-800-STAMP-24 or writing to: 

 

INFORMATION FULFILLMENT 
DEPT 6270 
US POSTAL SERVICE 
PO BOX 219014 
KANSAS CITY MO  64121-9014 

 

First day covers remain on sale for at least one year after the stamp’s issuance. 
 

 
#   #   # 


