OLD GLORY

B2 Abeloved

2 national symbol

B% woven into

the fabric of

American life



The American flagis a
powerful graphic design.
TR
the first official lag, the stars. Rananat L
and sripos of Old Giory, in ssion
many variations, have graced x
vitually overy segment of
American culturo The flag has.
‘appeared in patriotic displays
and poliical campaigns,
ratemal graphics and folk art
even Indian ar; it has also
boen featured on war bond
posters and parade docora-
tions, postcards and postage
stamps, letterheads and
sheet music, uniform patches
and baseball caps.

In this small booklet, we offer
aroprosentative sampling . . .
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For several decades ater
our nation's bith, the
American flag was seen
infrequently. Other national
symbols—eagles, shields,
the fomale personifiations
of Liberty, Columbia, and
Freedom—were often
chosen'o evoke the
grandeur and spiit of the:
United States. The male
[T ——
occasionally appeared,
Iater ollowed by Yankee
Doodie and Uncle Sam,
Only during the Civil War
did display of the Stars and
Stripes become common-
place. The American flag
has been prominently
Waved during every United
States war period since.
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propayment of postage,
Americans took o the mail
From the Civil War onward,
the flag often adorned
onvelopes and lttor shoats.
alke, both
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War through World War |
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Psteards are popuiar
today, but they were nothing
less than a national craze
from the 18705 to the 1940s.
Patrotic postoards were.
‘especially popular through-
out World War . The Fourth
of July was celebrated with
increased extravagance . . .
and even the holidays of
Easter and Thanksgiving
‘were made into flag-waving
events. Many hundreds of
patriotc postards were
designed, and thousands of
TS
During the Victorian era,
cnidron (sma ancheld
flags) and politcians star
and siipes throughout he
Gampaigns) took to the
American flag with gusto.
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Both the advertsing
business and the cisplay
of the Stars and Stripes
blossomed during the
Victorian era, so perhaps
it was only naturalthat
marketers appropriated
the flag and other related
national symbols to
promote their goods and
Services. By invoking Uncle
Sam or Oid Glory, many

and even government

‘eagle—sharing space with
ahost of products.
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Weing flowers, poltical
buttons, faces, and count-
less other objects, designers
have constructed American
fags in ways both wonderful
and weird. An embossed tin
sign for soup, circa 1900,
was an advertsing master-
plece of the Victorian era
as well s an anticipation of
later pop art, I the 1920s,
tising sentiment against
uncontrolled representa-
tions, and concen over the
tack of uniformity in the
banner tself, prompted
patrotic groups to formulate
flag code etiquettes. Many
P r—
o 21942 act of Congress
e ——
the flags use and display.
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0ld Glory

Goes Marchi

ing On

Photographs of soidier
[ —
amangements of thousands

once allthe rage. Often
they depicted patriotic
symbols such as the flag,

T8 the Livery ot anathe

Statue of Liberty. One
memorable image featured
a dapper Uncle Sam;
sporting stars and stripes,
he has been a favorite fig-
ure since the War of 1812.
Also popular were “living
flags" made up of civilians
—often in bleachers—
wearing clothing of red,
white, and blue. Various
schools, other institutions,

= and nurserios created flag-
" design floral amangements.
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Anong the most popuiar
icons of American culture,
the flag and is colors have
appeared on an astounding
amay of tems. Streamers of
red, white, and blue—and
images of the flag itseli—
are used as backdrops and
centerpieces for nearly all
poliical advertising. Stars
and stripes show up on
school tablets, corporate
P —
report covers, fabrics,
J———p——
cards. And we are not atal
surprised to find flags on
Key chains, saltand pepper
shakers, wrapping paper,
and folding chairs, as well
as on neckies, towes,
jowelry, and penny candies.







Ol Glory takes many
forms—irom
sion we so proudly wave

and display to countless
derivative designs—and its

on myriad
objects. Li

Washington portrait on the

dollar bl
Grant Wood's American
Gothic, and the Statue of

DTSSR
Liberty,the symbolic and o - '\
graphically appealing design  F4 “
of the U.S. flag has often - ~

3
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of purposes and causes.

0
Eye-catching flag-derived v
patterns bogan to be includ- gy

oy
v
oo

edi by
the early 1870s, and they
became relatively common

between 1880 and 1900.



The American flag s as
popular now as it has ever
been. After the tororist
attacks of September 11,
2001, people from al walks
of i, allacross the United sl

S o i i /\5
‘and Stripes from their homes ./V
and vehicles. Every store, it

scemed, was handing out »

flag pins and decals to an
eager, receptive public,
who reached for Oid Glory
to express unity and resolve. Q'
Today, more than they have
in recent decades, Americans
are displaying this powerful
national symbol with pride,
emotion, and a renewed
allegiance to the republic
for which t stands.
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contains
twenty

37-cent

stamps.
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