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HISTORIC PRESERVATION SERIES HONORS HARRITON HOUSE 
 
WASHINGTON – Commemorating the 300th 

anniversary of Harriton House in Bryn Mawr, PA, a 
stamped postal card was issued today by the U.S. Postal 
Service. Prominent Revolutionary-era figure Charles 
Thomson lived in the house from 1774 to 1789. The house 
is an outstanding example of a colonial-era Pennsylvania 
home. 

“At the Postal Service, we understand the power 
our stamps program has in helping to celebrate special 
places – like the Harriton House – that have defined this 
great nation,” said  
S. David Fineman, Chairman of the presidentially 
appointed U.S. Postal Service Board of Governors, who dedicated the stamped postal card. “So, with this 
new stamped card, in this small way, we have created a lasting tribute to Harriton House, and America’s 
proud colonial history.” 

Joining Fineman for the ceremony were Bruce Gill, executive director and curator, the Harriton 
Association; Jordan Small, district manager/lead executive, U.S. Postal Service, Philadelphia Metro 
Performance Cluster; and Dennis Carr, officer-in-charge, U.S. Postal Service, Bryn Mawr, PA, Post Office. 
Honored guests included David Eynon, U.S. Postal Service Citizens’ Stamp Advisory Committee and Henry 
Dix, postmaster, Philadelphia, PA. 

Harriton House is a three-story, T-shaped stone house with ornate features built in 1704 for 
Rowland Ellis, a Welsh Quaker. The house received its present name from Richard Harrison, a Maryland 
tobacco farmer who purchased the house and nearly 700 acres of surrounding farmland in 1719. The 
term “Harriton” was probably meant to imitate “Norriton,” the name of nearby land owned by the family of 
Harrison’s wife, Hannah Norris. 

Charles Thomson married Harrison’s daughter in 1774 and resided at Harriton House until 1789. 
The first public reading of the Declaration of Independence has sometimes been attributed to Thomson, 
who was Secretary to the Continental Congress. Some early historical sources suggest that Thomson’s 
final official act was to travel to Mount Vernon in 1789 to inform George Washington that he had been 
elected President. A design by Thomson is also believed to have inspired the Great Seal of the United 
States. 

Restoration of Harriton House to its 18th-century appearance began in 1970, and today the 
house is open to the public and furnished to reflect the period of Thomson’s occupancy. The house and 
surrounding 16.5-acre grounds are owned by the Township of Lower Merion and administered privately 
by the Harriton Association.  
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The stamped card features a circa 1828 watercolor of Harriton House by William L. Breton, who 
is known for creating several watercolor views of the Philadelphia area during the 1820s and 1830s. The 
restored structure now includes reconstructed architectural features that were not present when Breton 
painted the watercolor, such as a small balcony and lower eaves across the front. The Breton painting of 
Harriton House is in the collection of the Athenaeum of Philadelphia, a library founded in 1814 and 
declared a National Historic Landmark in 1977.  

To see the Harriton House stamped card and other images from the 2004 Commemorative Stamp 
Program, visit the Postal Store at www.usps.com/shop and click on “Release Schedule” in the Collector’s 
Corner. 

Current U.S. stamps, as well as a free comprehensive catalog, are available by toll-free phone 

order at 1 800 STAMP-24. A wide selection of stamps and other philatelic items is also available at the 

Postal Store at www.usps.com/shop. Beautifully framed prints of original stamp art for delivery straight to 

the home or office are available at www.postalartgallery.com. 

 
Since 1775, the U.S. Postal Service has connected friends, families, neighbors and businesses by mail. An 
independent federal agency, the Postal Service makes deliveries to more than 141 million addresses every day and is 
the only service provider to deliver to every address in the nation. The Postal Service receives no taxpayer dollars for 
routine operations, but derives its operating revenues solely from the sale of postage, products and services. With 
annual revenues of more than $68 billion, it is the world's leading provider of mail and delivery services, offering some 
of the most affordable postage rates in the world. Moreover, today’s postage rates will remain stable until at least 
2006. The U.S. Postal Service delivers more than 46 percent of the world's mail volume - some 202 billion letters, 
advertisements, periodicals and packages a year - and serves seven million customers each day at its 38,000 retail 
locations nationwide. 
 

*   *   * 
 

 
#   #   # 

 


