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2007 - QUARTER I 

GREATER ATLANTA 

NEW POSTAL LAW 
A Message from the Postmaster General… 
 
On December 20, 2006, President George 
W. Bush signed into law new postal 
legislation that will benefit both residential 
and business customers by ensuring 
predictable price increases tied to the rate of 
inflation. 
 The Postal Accountability and 
Enhancement Act is the first major change 
to the Postal Service since 1971. The law 
enables the organization to continue its 
transformation efforts and cost-cutting 
measures. 
  This new law could not have come at a 
better time. The Postal Service has never  
been stronger and this law enables us to build on our successes. The Postal 
Service has ended a fourth consecutive year with positive retained earnings, a 
seventh consecutive year of improved productivity, and has benefited from record 
service and customer satisfaction scores that are independently measured. 
  This is the culmination of a 12-year effort by Congress to secure changes to 
the laws governing the Postal Service. It will link future rate increases to the 
Consumer Price Index and give the Postal Service more flexibility for pricing 
competitive products. The Act also reconstitutes the existing Postal Rate 
Commission into a regulatory body with greater authority and responsibility. The 
current rate case under consideration will proceed as scheduled. The Postal 
Service will be able to file one last rate case under the current rules. 
 The new law directs the Department of the Treasury to resume the funding of 
military pensions for postal employees and abolishes a federally mandated 
escrow requirement, directing those monies to pre-fund retiree health benefits. 
Over the next decade, these changes will free the Postal Service of future legacy 
costs. We are now on firm financial footing for the future. 
 We look forward to working with the mailing community on the 
implementation of the new law. We will continue to use the PCC Insider to provide 
you with more details on the law’s provisions as we move forward with its 
implementation. 
  
John E. Potter 
Postmaster General 

General Membership Brunch Meeting 
at Georgia Power 
 
 Margaret Choiniere, U.S. Postal Service’s Program 
Manager for the new 4-State Customer Barcode and 
NASCAR driver Casey Atwood, were guest speakers at 
the Greater Atlanta PCC General Membership Brunch 
Meeting held a Georgia Power on December 7th. The 
meeting’s theme, Teamwork: The Business of Mail was 
designed to focus on the necessary teamwork required 
for all of us to succeed in this rapidly changing 
environment. 

Choiniere provided the latest 
information on the Postal Service’s™ 
4-State Customer Barcode (4-CB). 
Mailers who participate in the 
ONECode ACS Address Change 
Service (ACS) may use the new 4-
CB on First-Class Mail automation  
rate letters. Mailers may also use the 4-CB on automation- 
compatible First-Class Mail, Periodicals, or Standard Mail 
letters that are part of a Confirm service mailing.  The new 
4-State Customer Barbode offers enhanced tracking 
capability and greater visibility in the mailstream.  

Casey Atwood filled us in on the USPS / NASCAR 
partnership, and this winner, who has 
finished in the top 20 in almost every 
race he started, shared some of the 
‘secrets’ that makes his team so 
successful! Atwood was on hand to offer 
autographs during a networking 

 session prior to the Brunch. 
 In his address to an audience of one-hundred 
customers and postal managers, Atlanta District Manager 
William J. Mitchell thanked our customers for their 
business and partnership with the U.S. Postal Service. He 
provided information about the latest innovations in postal 
technology which will affect the Atlanta Postal District in 
the coming months and discussed opportunities for our 
business partners access this district’s postal experts. 
 Program highlights included Postmaster/PCC Co-
Chair Kevin J. Helmer’s opening remarks, including an 
introduction of all PCC Executive Board members and 
Postal executives;  an overview of the Price Change 
Proposal, provided by Mailpiece Quality Design Analyst, 
Robbie Butler; recognition of Michael Bishop of State 
Farm Insurance Companies, and Leigh Hudspeth of 
National Envelope for their support and contribution to the 
Greater Atlanta PCC; entertainment by the talented North 
Metro Postal Choir; and door prizes provided by Frank 
Cawood & Associates and the USPS/NASCAR team. 

   
 

INFO@USPS : Your Links To Mailing Resources 
  
Greater Atlanta PCC: www.usps.com/atlanta/pcc 
U.S. Postal Service: www.usps.com 
National PCC Network: www.usps.com/pcc  
Rapid Information Bulletin Board System: 
www.ribbs.usps.com 
Sign up for PCC Insider at www.usps.com/pcc , select “PCC 
Insider Registration” 

   
President Bush signs the Postal Accountability and 
Enhancement Act. Joining Bush are, from left, 
Postmaster General John E. Potter, Sen. Tom 
Carper (D-DE), Rep. Tom Davis (R-VA), Sen. Susan 
Collins (R-ME), USPS Board of Governors 
Chairman James C. Miller III, Rep. Danny Davis (D-
IL) and Rep. John McHugh (R-NY). 
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